A case of a clinically "silent" pheochromocytoma.
A case of a clinically "silent" pheochromocytoma is presented. The adrenal mass was incidentally discovered by abdominal ultrasonography and computed tomography. In the course of hospitalization, the patient was normotensive and asymptomatic. Plasma catecholamine levels were nearly normal, whereas urinary levels of catecholamine metabolites were slightly elevated. A glucagon provocative test and 131I-metaiodobenzylguanidine scintigram were useful for diagnosing such an atypical pheochromocytoma. A discussion of clinically-unsuspected pheochromocytoma is also presented.